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COOK COUNTY RALLIES TO KEEP AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROGRAMS AND 

HEALTHCARE AT RENOVATED SENIOR HIGH RISE APARTMENTS  
 
Elected Officials, Residents & Community Organizers Protest Cuts 
 
(Skokie) – The Housing Authority of Cook County (HACC) today hosted a rally to 
preserve affordable housing programs and healthcare at the new Armond King 
Senior High Rise Apartment Building, rehabilitated with HOME Partnership financing.   
 
HACC Executive Director Richard Monocchio was joined by Cook County Board 
President Toni Preckwinkle, U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky, state Sen. Daniel Biss (9th), 
representatives from the offices of U.S. Sens. Richard Durbin and Tami Duckworth, and  
Illinois Housing Development Authority Executive Director Audra Hamernik. Also 
present were HACC staff and residents from the Armond King Apartments, residents 
from HACC public housing, advocates from Housing Action Illinois, Connections for the 
Homeless and Joining Forces. 
 
Invited guests and speakers gathered in front of the senior high rise building with signs 
and strong voices resonating the messages of Housing for All; Honk for Housing; 
Healthcare for All; Seniors and Children Matter; No Cuts to HOME; CDBG Counts!  
 
The HACC used the opportunity to showcase a newly refurbished senior affordable 
housing apartment building that was renovated with HOME and CDBG funding.   In 
Program Year 2016, Cook County received almost $9.8 million in CDBG funds.  The 
Trump administration is proposing a 50% reduction to CDBG in 2017, and the complete 
elimination of the CDBG program in 2018. 

 

“The HOME program has allowed us to rehabilitate about 2,000 housing units through 

the Housing Authority of Cook County. The Trump administration is proposing to zero 

out HOME money which would directly impact our ability to increase the stock of 

affordable housing in Cook County,” President Preckwinkle said. 
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“HOME Partnership funds have been used in four HACC buildings with more than 450 
units of affordable housing for very low-income seniors and disabled residents.   If the 
Trump administration slashes HOME, it would directly impact our ability to increase 
affordable housing stock – especially for seniors and the disabled,” said HACC 
Executive Director Monocchio. 
 
Eliminating Community Development Block Grants, Low-Income Housing Tax Credits 
and the HOME Investment Partnership will make it nearly impossible to build and 
operate rental housing that is affordable, Monocchio added.   
 
He added that should the Trump budget cuts succeed, the HACC will also be forced to 
eliminate critical human service and workforce training programs that promote resident 
self-sufficiency, youth after school programs, childcare services and education 
opportunities for low-income children and families. 
 

Advocates from Connections for the Homeless and Joining Forces expressed concerns 
about CDBG funding cuts that provide supportive housing and other human service 
resources, warning that resource centers could become overwhelmed with people 
seeking shelter, food and medical care.  
 
For more information about the Housing Authority of Cook County, please visit us at 
www.thehacc.org;www.facebook.com/theHACC or www.twitter.com/theHACCtweets. 
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